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faith is constant, the matter contrariwise of action daily change-
ahle, especially the matter of action belonging unto church
polity. [Bk. TIL ch. x.]

[3.] Let not any man imagine, that the hare and naked
difference of a few ceremonies could either have kindled so
much fire, or have caused it to flame so long; but that the
parties which herein laboured mightily for change and (as they
say) for reformation, had somewhat more than this mark only
whereat to aim. Having therefore drawn out a complete form,
as they supposed, of public service to be done to God, and set
down their plot for the office of the ministry in that behalf,
they very well knew how little their labours so far forth
bestowed would avail them in the end, without a claim of
jurisdiction to uphold the fabric which they had erected; and
this neither likely to be obtained but by the strong hand of the
people, nor the people unlikely to favour it; the more if over-
ture were made of their own interest, right and title thereunto.
[Bk. YI. ch. ii]

[4.] This we, boldly set down as a most infallible truth, that
the Church of Christ is at this day lawfully, and so hath been
since the first beginning, governed by bishops, having permanent
superiority and ruling power over other ministers of the word and
sacraments . . . Let us not fear to be herein bold and peremptory,
that, if anything in the Church's government, surely the first
institution of bishops was from heaven, was even of God: the
Holy Ghost was the author of it. [Bk. VII. ch. iii, v.]

[5.] The drift of all that hath been alleged to prove perpetual
separation and independency between the Church and the
Commonwealth is, that this being held necessary, it might
consequently be thought, that in a Christian kingdom, he
whose power is greatest over the Commonwealth may not
lawfully have supremacy of power also over the Church . . .
Whereupon it is grown a question whether power ecclesiastical
over the Church, power of dominion in such degree as the laws
of this land do grant unto the sovereign governor thereof, may
by the said supreme Head and Governor lawfully be enjoyed
and held ^ . . . Unto which supreme power in kings two kinds
of adversaries there are that have opposed themselves; one
sort defending 'that supreme power in causes ecclesiastical